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ANNEXATION A ‘PACT
Poland’s Grip on Vilna Is
* Learned on Grounds by

+ . ‘Herald’ Writer.

er

Imaginary Liune,

KOVNO PRISONS FILLED

Attit-ulde of Lett Government
Toward Poles Marked by
Great Injustice.

cpevial CMHpouﬂnlnl to Tam New Yox
; HmuLp,
By CAPT. FRANCIS M'CULLAGH.

Kovyo, Feb. 25.—1 am writing from
Hovho, after having motored to Vilna,
interviewed Mr. Mastavitch, the cfvil
tiovernor who replaced Gen. Zeligov-
sky, and returned again to the eapital
of Lithuanin, The EKovne and Viima
cHstricts are divided by the only veri-
iable No Man's Land which still exihts
in Europe. There is no fighting, but
the narrow strip of neutral zone fixed
by the officials of the League of Na-
tions Is a real! No Man's Land of the
fighting days, being carefully pro-
tected by barbed wire, sentry rpoists,
and obstacles of all the usual deserip-
tion. Practically all the Lithuanian

army is scattered in the villages be- |

iween Kowvno and the frontier; and I
fofind it to be a well disciplined urmy,
strong in fleld artillery and with
plenty of horses.

On the Polish side there ia only one
Matoon of soldiers at the frontier, and
there is nobody at all looking after
the one excellent system of barbed
wire that has been put up half'way
between Vilna and the frontier. But
the Poles can afford to dispense with
precautions, for their army in Vilna
is numerous and well appointed. The
sfrests are patrolled by Uhlars in
thelr brilliant uniforms, and I saw
several batteries of artillery travers-
ing tha streets.

The leading hotel. the Bt. George. is
crammed with Polish officers all day
long, and the scena there and In the
streets reminds one of the early days
of the great war in London, everybody
belng in wniform, great Generals mov-
ing about like gorgeous peacocks, and a
constant saluting, clanking of sabers,
jmgling of spurs, and standing to atten-
tion, going on from morming to night n
all publiec places. General Zeligovsky
has left Vilna and a civilian, M. Mesta-
vitoch, has taken his place; but this
pretence at veillng the mailed fist Is a
very thin pretense for other Generals
are there. T sew one highly imposing
specimen in the restaorant of the St
, George, and I do mot know how many
others are In Vina., Portraits of Zell-
| gaveky and Pllsudski are displayed
everywhers, even at the Polish Control
Post on the frontier, and, before leav-
ing. T was ohliged to get o vise not from
a local Vilna autherity, but from the
Polish Delegation. All these Polish
functionaries were, however, exceed-
ingly polite and efficient: but It is clear
that the Vilna territory is already prac-
tleally annexed to Poland.

Vietory for Annexation.

M., Mestaviteh, the Civil Governor,
discussed with me the rvesulta of the
recent pleblscite. He told me that in
the town of Vilna the slections had gone
overwhelmingly in favor of annexation
tn Poland, fifteen deputies being in
favor of annexation, and only three for
autonomy Inside the Polish republic.
Therse was not a single vote cast In
favor of the Kovne Government, with
which (in the Civil Governor's opinion)
nobody in Vilna wants to have anything
at all to do. In the country districts
il per cent. of the people voted and 1
par cent. of the Jews. So, at least, M.
Mestavitch sald A large majority of
the country deputies want.neorporation
with Polund though they are really in
favor of autonomy Inside the Polish
state., Out of 108 deputies In the Vilna
Selm, 4 are in favor of downright
annexation, whila from 30 to 38 will
vote for annexation im tha hope that
Paland will afterwards gtve them auton-
omy. The remainder want autonomy
inside Poland but will have nothing to
do with Lithuania, so that a great
majority will therefore snupport Incor-
poration, «

The Jewk in Viina refrained from
votlng, all but about 11 per cent. of
them: and before the elections came
off, thelr leader, Dr. Vigodsky, tried
to obtaln concessions from the Vilna
Government and from Warsaw, but ap-
parently without success. What thay
wanted, according to M. Mestavitch, was
tha recognition of the Jews i3 a separates
ngtionality by Poland, but the Civil Gov-
ernor sald that this would make them

a Btate within a Stafe and could not |

ba conceded. Then Dr, Vigndaky went
1o Warsaw, but got no satisfaction there
w0 that the Jows refrained as a rule
ffom voting. M. Maestavitch explained
why he comld not concede to the Jews
ull they wanted, but he maintained
that they were absolutely equal befors
the law; and he sald that he had gone
ns far as he could go I the direction
of meefing thelr wishea by promising
publie money for thefr sehools and spe-
clal facllities for the sapply of food pre-
‘pared in the Jewlsh manner,

Btrictly Pollsh Town,

He pointed out to me that Vilna was
a thoroughly Pollah town and showed
to ma by means of statlstlos whigh »e
hind collected that much pew Kwwn nailf
the letters ot agpehigus aiscounted In
Wamaw be*=l the war came from
Vilna ana vithuania, showing how close-
i¥ allied sconomically Lithuania was to
Poland. These cconomic tles, ha sald,
conld not bhe broken In sueh a way as
to separate Viina frem Warsaw: and
Kavno had been so dependent, sconomi-
cally, on Vilna that, In his opinlen, an
independent Lithuania without Vilna
i muet necosuarily fall within the Garman
Inrilt to the great polltieal danger of
Poland.
' “Instead of discussing things tem-
perately the Lithuanian Government at
'Kovho,” ~he wald, "bhehave with great
(violence and Mjustice towards the Poles
inhabiting thelp territory. The prisons
Vi ¥ewnd nra ol of those Poles, One
l'Pd‘Ilh lady, Madame Larina, was fm-
prisoned for & long time In & very flithy
\prison whore she gave birth to a ehlid
amld & crowd of other prisoners and
4 , tloulprly filthy cell. The Poliah
i In Edthunnin are threatansd
expropriation, for political not for
omle reasopn.” long as this per-
wtlon goen on, thimgs will only get

worse and calm disoussion will be im-

possible. -

“Morsover, the German corientation of
Lithuanians

. Puritakis, thelr re-
cent Minister of Foreign Affsirs, was
much under German Influence, and when
he fall into disgrece owing te |llegnl sale
of saccharin and cocaine to Russia, he
naturally took refuge in Beriln, where
he {8 now Hving. The Lithuanians think
they can find aliles among the other Bal-
tic States, but, In my opinionfi thomse
States are ephemeral They will dls-
appear ns soon as Russia and Germany
grow strong asgain; and i Lithuania does
not make some arrangement with Poland
she will share their fate and become
simply a corridor between Berlin and
Petrograd and an acute danger on Po-
land's flank.

Warsaw Real Friead.

“Nul that we wish Lithuanis to loss
| her independence, We want her to re-

vuin entirely independent and to cultl-
' vate her own language and her own form
; of civilisation ; but it is imperative that
| she has a good understanding with War-
| saw, her sincere well wisher and her best
| friend. Even hers in Vilna, & great
| Pollsh town of purely Polish culture, we
are willing to grant the Lithuanlans
every facllity for the development of
their nationality and the cultivation of
thelr ancient language. But, though they
are a very small minority of our popula-
tion, they wanted, when they were here,
to crush the Polish Eagle. Thousanda of
our young men had joinmed the Polish

army when the Bolsheviki were here, in
| order to drive out the Reds and because
there was then no Lithuanlan army for
them to join; but those patriots are now
forbidden to enter Lithuania. The rela-
tives of these young men in Lithuania
are imprisoned and persecuted. That is
unfair.”

Vilma gave me the impression of be-
ing predominantly Polish probably be-
cause the Lithuanians who live there
have to lie low. There are no Lithu
anlan signs in the streets, no Lithuanian
placards nmong the innumerable elece
tion posters which still cover the walle,
Moreover, the Poles are making desper-
ate efforts to Polandize it still furthem
Just before the elections many speeial
trains were run from Warsaw te Vilna
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might veco-1 thelr
ratlon, and my Impression
ing to the way in which the elections
were conducted in the
might be called & Polish army
pation, those elections
whieh the result might sasily have

forescen. But there {8 no ‘:‘ﬂ: the
immense enthusiasm with the
Polen are throwing ‘into the
work of capturing Vilns for Poland.
The anclent university I8 wmow in full
braat am;'uh:nd one 18| |
by the enthusiasm and the gompetence

of the professors.
fiftteen hundred students in att
of both seéxes, and their white caps,
with orange band, are to be met with
everywhere, Young men young
women are now educated together after
the American system,

Disregard for Money,

Vast schemes for warlous improve
ments and new pi are discussed
without any visible financial means of
carrying them out. But the Poles do
not think of money just now, hence
the blackness of their financlal posi-
tion. This disregard for money is shown
in the martial aspect of Vilna and the
military enthusiaam which prevails
among the Poles. Most of the leading
Pollsh civilians of Vilna are in Kkhalkl
or slse in.the gorgeously colored uni-
forms of the cavalry, the artilery and
the air force. Local lawyers with awords
at thelr hips are going about with red
tabs around thelr caps and gleaming
swords at their sides. The gilded youth
of Vilna is briliantly uniformed, armed
to the testh and in the cavalry or the
alr force, Eight years ago all this mar-
tial enthusinsm would have made a
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% T'he Millinery Mode &
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(SN} PERSONALIZED TO THE WEARER  fietd
b7 BY BONWIT TELLER & CO. N
L ' '\ -} A
‘\EP{ HE foremost modistes of () :

Paris and the ateliers of

Original ParisModels, Also Replicas,

the Bonwit Teller & Co. Ateliers

NS FORMAL HATS AFTERNOON HATS AN
(33) SPORTS HATS  TAILORED HATS ({5
=, NZ
‘(-.L‘". including hats of fabrics, straws “:/
X or combination effects, in the new v

Cloche, Directoire, Mousquetaire
or Marquis shapes with
feather, ribbon or other original
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g;-ﬁ‘ TAILORED MILLINERY — — Main Floor 4
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g\; Crepe de Chine ?5}
uy : ‘::./"‘
%% Beaded Overblouses g

13.50

INTERESTING patterns in

satin, steel or jet beads on

toms and becoming necklines.
Of crepe de chine in Gobelin
blue, buff, rust, coral, rouge,
jade, navy blue or black.
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theugh she alse « ts & good
of military preparation she
makes no military
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, ''is supporting
fhe Lithuanians because he does not
like to see Poland, the friend of France,
established on the Baltle He prefers
to have between us and that seaboard
& weak power Hke Lithuania, more
amenable than Poland to British dicta-

KING DECORATES RICCI.
Honored for Service im Conmnection
With Parley Here.

Rosme, March 1l.—Xiog Victor Em-
manuel has decorated Vittorlo Itolandi-
Ricel, Italian Ambassador to the United
States, with the  Grand Cross of the
Order of St. Mdurics and St Lazarus in
recognition of his services in connection
with the Washington conference. Sena-
tor Lulgl Albertini, & member of the
Itallan delegation, was given the Grand
Cross of the Crown of Italy anac Mar-
quis Viscont: Venosta was named an
honorary Minister. :

PRACE IN LIMERICK

GRIFFITE'S ICTORY |

Compromise Effected and
Rival Armies Leave Oﬂx
on Bame Trains.

TOWNSMEN FEEL RELIEF

Barracks Turmed Over to
Maintenance. Parties Re-
sponsible to Dublin.

Special Cab (o Traw Nww Youx Mumurn,
Copyright, 1098, by Tuw New Youx Hmuto.
New .

The conference at Dll.lmn laat night
reached a peace agreement, and to-day
the rival armies are leaving Limerick,
traveling on the same trains. . Peaoe
came just in time to stop an attack this
morning by the drregulars. =
3 agresment provides ‘that both
sides leave the city, the barracks being
turned over to maintenance parties com-
posed of Liberick Irish republican army
members, who are responsible to the
General Headquarters. st Dublin,

On the part of the Irregulars it was
an honorable capitulation. Ostensibly
they made the regulars climb down, but
an examination of the setttement shows
that when the move Is completed the
only difference will Be that the occu-
pants of the barracks which the British
turned over will be known as “mainte-
nance parties.” ‘These partles will be
composed, as always has beeqy intended,
of Limerick boys, pladed thers under the
authority of and responsible to General

| Headquarters.

Limerick is greatly relleved. The
poople crowd the doorways, watching

Are First on Fifth Avenue to Present
Reflections of Paris Fashions in the, Mirror of the Mode

REPLICAS OF ‘PARIS COATS
~ CAPES AND WRAPS

lins, head of the Provisional

Qovernment, recelved an
ovation when he arrived here to-
night. Qreat crowds lined the mile
many bands and torchlight proces-
sions. The Irlsh Women's Soclety
presented Mr, Cellins with a bou-
quet of daffodils
N : J
the forming In the streets in
front of the hotels, Every one is smil-

lead
day,
the floors and rearranging the rooms.

Detachments from both armies evowd-
ed the rallway station all day long, some
of the cars belhg filled with regulars
and some with irregulars, but all feeling
jolly and shouting. When asked
which side they belonged members of
both factions would reply: “We are
republicans.” The irregulars call the
others free staters and the regulars call
their opponents mutineers,

The tenslon that seemed near the
breaking polint last night showed Itself
in the decidedly more peramptory de-
mands of the irregulars. The guards at
the hotels became stricter and the offi-
cars anything they
wanted with greater disregard for the
population. One man received & new
American make automoblls yesterday,
but officers commandeered it before he
had a chance to use It.

A pelitical argument occurred late at
night in the prineipal street. The troops
in the nearest hotel masembled under
arme, but nothing further occurred. The
antl-climax with which the Limerick sit-
uation ends will be a strong factor in
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TWILL FABRICS
In Capes and Coats

55.-09 w 185.00

PAR]S creates a vogue for
twill fabrics and endorses it
iquetine, cordine, tricot
and sirtex. emphasizing the low
waistline and the wing silhouette,
g::rring and summer

girdl
dery as her favored trimmings.

and presentin

Ruccep TeEXTUREs |
In Travel Capes

35.00 « 125.00

ONWIT TELLER & CO.
reflect the ideas of Paris in
coats and capes of rugged tex-
tures for motor, utility, travel and
steamer wear, employing fleece
weaves such as ursiffe,
sonnetta and imported checked

countryside colorings.

HIS Spring exposition of coats and wraps is a Panis fashion review s
in America, for Bonwit Teller & Co. have assembled the '
choicest models from each and all of the grand couturiers of

Paris, compnsing a remarkable collection that provides the cor-

rect coat, cape or wrap for every occasion on the spring calendar—

faithfully reproducing the Pars onginals in all respects but pnce.

es and embrdi-

Topcoats

tweeds in spring

REPLICAS OF
ORIGINAL
PARIS MODELS

FROM .

W orth
Lanvin
Jenny
Pagquin
Rolande
Bernard
Brand!
Chéruit
Patou
Agnes
Renée
Charlotte
Madeleine
et Madeleine

WOMEN'S COATS
Second Floor

IS o REER TS

SUPPLE FABRICS
In Wraps and Coals

55.00 = 235.00

HE afternoon wrap or cape,

according to Paris, is of sup-
ple fabrics such as marvella, ger-
ona, veldyne or luxurious duvetyn
or kasha, introducing the new
panel sleeve or wing silhouette,
gray furs—caracul, fox or kim-
mer—or decorative embroidery.

SILKS AND TISSUES

In Afternoon or
Evening Wraps

50.00 « 450.00

ARIS reveals her genius in

the silken loveliness of after-
noon orevening wraps—sponsor-
ing cloquella, crepe Mongole,
moire, dragon crepe or crepe
Roma with applications of fur,
nail studding or embroidery
—also evening wraps of Paon

cobweb and metal tissue brocade.

Lane Bryant il

76 'W. 30k St—21 W. 38th S, f:-_




